
A volunteer team recently assembled in Alleghany County to 
begin restoration work on the business car “Chessie 29.” Following 
support from the Society’s membership after a fundraising 
campaign was publicly launched in November, the C&OHS is now 
laboring toward the goal to return the mobile office of C&O Railway 
President Walter Tuohy to operational condition. In order to spend 

several days focused on this early restoration work, such as electrical troubleshooting 
and deep cleaning, a team of volunteers overnighted at the C&O Railway Heritage Center 
museum and worked on several aspects of the car’s complex systems.

During this long weekend of work toward one of the most ambitious projects in our 
non-profit organization’s 53-year history, volunteers from several states cleaned and 
replaced fuses, started to re-wire old wiring, cleaned, and made repairs to fixed-position 
lamps and other pieces of equipment on board Chessie 29. The 1950-built passenger 
car transported railroad executives, dignitaries, and the Tuohy family throughout the 
Chesapeake & Ohio system in the mid-20th century.

Aboard Chessie 29, our member and volunteer Devin Gray of Richmond spent many 
hours terminating failed transformer connections to restore power to sections of the 
office car that have not seen power in decades. This also required volunteers to clean 
and test the car’s original fuse and breaker panel in preparation for the planned power 
restoration and for further systems tests. Additional members and volunteers, including 
Jeremy Ferrell of Proctorville, Ohio, and Scott Cyrus, Matt Crouch, and Mark Totten, 
all of West Virginia, contributed toward lighting upgrades, cleaning carpet, windows, 
furniture, upholstery, and blinds throughout the 85-foot passenger car.

Volunteers Hold Work Session for  
C&O Railway Office Car “Chessie 29”

Toward the end of a work day at the C&O Historical Society’s Smith Creek Yard, the lights on C&O Railway office car “Chessie 
29” are seen illuminated through the rail car’s windows, the first time they had been lit in many years.  The restored C&O Railway 
SD40 diesel locomotive No. 7534, also at the C&O Railway Heritage Center, is seen on display to the left of Chessie 29.  
(Mark Totten photo, April 30, 2021).



“Overall, it was a productive work weekend that also clued us in regarding the car’s 
physical status in many areas,” said C&OHS President Mark Totten. “In the end, several 
small parts of the car were repaired, and after some electrical work, we were able to 
see that many of the lights on the car are functional.” Formerly called “New River Club” 
when the passenger car originally entered service, the car’s name was changed to 
“Chessie 29” following its rebuild into a business car at the C&O Railway’s Huntington 
Locomotive Shop in October, 1951, taking its new name from the railroad’s famous 
mascot, Chessie the Railroad Kitten.

When returned to operational status, Chessie 29 will serve as a rolling ambassador 
for the C&O Historical Society not only in the Clifton Forge region, but nationwide.  The 
rail car is a one-of-a-kind piece of American railroad history, with a secure place in 
history after transporting President Eisenhower from Washington, D.C. to White Sulphur 
Springs for a secret meeting in March, 1956, between the federal government and C&O 
Railway officials that set in motion the construction of a top-secret bunker under the 
Greenbrier Hotel that was to house surviving members of the U.S. Congress in the event 
of a Cold War nuclear attack.

The Pullman-built masterpiece was even perfectly suited to transport royalty from 
around the world and did so on several occasions. In 1952 Queen Juliana and Prince 
Bernhard of the Netherlands was hosted at dinner by C&O Railway President Walter 
Tuohy on board Chessie 29 in Holland, Mich., during the royals’ U.S. tour. In 1963, 
the royal family of Monaco traveled to The Greenbrier Hotel in White Sulphur Springs, 
West Virginia aboard Chessie 29, loaned for their use by C&O Railway President 
Tuohy.  Today at The Greenbrier, a prominent portrait of Princess Grace decorates the 
North Parlor. Alongside is a framed newspaper article about the royal family’s visit that 
references their trip to West Virginia by way of Tuohy’s private rail car.

To complete the full restoration of Chessie 29, the C&O Historical Society continues to 
ask for monetary support to fund the parts and labor that will eventually be necessary 
for the car to operate on the rails.  Donations, which are tax deductible, can be made by 
calling 540-862-2210 or online at ChessieShop.com by following the ‘Donations’ link and 
choosing ‘Chessie 29’ at the drop-down menu.”

The C&O Historical Society’s Business Office & Archive is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. and may be contacted by telephone at 540-862-2210 or by 
email at cohs@cohs.org. 

The full length of Chessie 29’s observation lounge, one of the many 
unique features found on the 85’ mobile office car of C&O Railway 
President Walter Tuohy, is seen framed after a day-long work session 
at the C&O Railway Heritage Center.  Many of the business car’s 
electric lights were repaired and tested, marking the first time they 
had functioned in many years. (Mark Totten photo, April 30, 2022).

In one of the 
on-board 
bedrooms of 
“Chessie 29,” 
the Pullman-
built office car 
assigned to 
C&O Railway 
President 
Walter Tuohy, 
a reading 
light is seen 
illuminated 
above a 
sleeping 
berth during a 
weekend work 
session where 
volunteers 

were troubleshooting the rail car’s electrical systems as 
part of early restoration on the passenger car that will 
someday serve as a rolling ambassador for the Clifton 
Forge-based Chesapeake & Ohio Historical Society 
(IMG_2505.JPG; Matt Crouch photo, April 30, 2022).



During a weekend work session where volunteers 
started early restoration work on C&O Railway office 
car “Chessie 29,” C&O Historical Society member 
and volunteer Mark Totten is seen vacuuming the 
observation lounge’s carpet following deep cleaning 
that was done on the car’s other furniture and 
upholstery.  Once used by the Tuohy family and 
global dignitaries throughout the Chesapeake & Ohio 
system, the passenger car will someday serve as a 
rolling ambassador for the Clifton Forge-based non-
profit organization. (Matt Crouch photo, April 30, 2022)

Chesapeake & Ohio Historical Society member and 
volunteer Mark Totten cleans the famous observation 
door on C&O Railway business car “Chessie 29,” 
which served for many years as the mobile office 
of C&O Railway President Walter Tuohy.  The 
C&OHS has started the early stages of restoring 
the 1950-built car to operational condition. (Jeremy 
Ferrell photo, April 30, 2022).

C&O Historical Society member and volunteer Scott Cyrus of Hurricane, W. 
Va., cleans and straightens window blinds on the one-of-a-kind observation 
windows at one end of the 85’ C&O Railway office car “Chessie 29.”  Through 
the car’s open observation door, replica railroad structures and the restored 
C&O Railway SD40 diesel locomotive No. 7534 are seen nearby at the C&O 
Railway Heritage Center. (Mark Totten photo, April 30, 2022)

C&O Historical Society members and volunteers Scott Cyrus of Hurricane, 
W. Va., (left) and Jeremy Ferrell of Proctorville, Ohio, spend time deep 
cleaning furniture and upholstery on board C&O Railway office car “Chessie 
29” during a weekend work session at the C&O Railway Heritage Center, 
part of the non-profit organization’s planned restoration of the rail car that 
has transported dignitaries such as President Dwight Eisenhower and the 
royal family of Monaco. (Mark Totten photo, April 30, 2022)



Hays Watkins and the C&O 
Historical Society – My Memories

By Thomas W. Dixon, Jr.
With the passing of Hays T. Watkins 

the C&O Historical Society has lost a great 
supporter, I have lost a fine friend, and the 
railroading community has lost an important 
supporter, incomparable visionary, and friend 
from past years.

This article is a personal memory of an 
unusual relationship between the C&O 
Historical Society and one of the giants of 
railroading, whom I was privileged to know.

Hays Watkins played a pivotal role in the 
development of the C&OHS. Without him we 
would not be anything like we are today.

He began his career with the C&O in 
1949 has passed away at 96. I find it hard 
to express the appreciation I feel for him as 
he so profoundly influenced the development 
of the C&O Historical Society. Some of this 
history has never before been written down, 
but now is the time to enter it in the record 

about our organization’s creation and growth. 
. . and. . . about a man who was remarkable 
in so many ways.

The C&O Historical Society began with our 
first mimeographed three-page Newsletter in 
January, 1969, and during the first decade 
proceeded along a growth pattern similar to 
that being taken by numerous other single-
railroad interest groups. By the mid-to-late 
1970s we had grown to about 1,000 members 
and were very regular in publishing a monthly 
Newsletter about the C&O that was composed 
of articles about its history, past operations, 
and present-day news. After all, Chessie 
System was very much an important railroad 
system, so we watched it, or at least the C&O 
part, closely.

Our little organization by this time had 
begun to gain a reputation for ferreting out 
history and making it available to members, 
and, importantly, to the public in general. 
Somehow we came to the attention of Milton 
B. Dolinger, Chessie System’s public relations 
chief, and he began referring historical 

Hays displays an artist rendering of the new Chessie System styling at his office in 1972, during his announcement of the new paint 
scheme. (C&O Ry. photo, C&OHS Collection, CSPR 12462-20)



questions for us to answer on behalf of the 
company. Since we did a good job at this he 
pointed us out to Hays Watkins, then serving 
as Chessie System CEO.

As the course of events proceeded, we 
continued rapid growth, and Chessie System 
began a metamorphous that would lead to 
the creation of CSX. As it happened, Hays 
Watkins was a prime mover and visionary in 
creating this system of amalgamations that 
would lead to today’s railroad operations.

We had grown to the point that l and our 
other volunteer managerial leadership realized 
that if we were to have a long-range future, 
we needed to regularize our organization, 
developing beyond the volunteer group. 
Through our association with Dolinger, Hays 
(he always said “just call me Hays at the first 
meeting with anyone) was somewhat familiar 
with us, so I began to write him directly and 
he responded positively that the company 
might be able to help us in our historical 
efforts. His first letter, as I recall, was not 
specific. It should be noted that this was also 
about the time he was spinning off the B&O 
Museum and endowing it.

As time passed we exchanged additional 
correspondence and it became clear that Hays 
was indeed interested in history preservation. 
During this time, he let the railroad’s staff 
know, through Milt Dolinger, that they were to 
cooperate with the C&OHS whenever practical 
in our efforts at historic preservation. This led 
to our relationship with the Engineering and 
Mechanical departments, which, of course, 
then led to our acquisition of some surplus 

drawings and other materials, mainly from 
Huntington. 

As CSX began its transition and the 
need for our getting more of the no longer 
needed C&O materials grew, the legal 
department advised that we should have a 
contract outlining what we could have and 
what restrictions would be on it. This led 
to someone, I don’t know whether the legal 
department or the corporate secretary, but 
someone officially advised Hays not to give 
us any of the obsolete or outdated things but 
to destroy them. In years later I happened to 
be shown the file that had this memo in it, 
and at the bottom was written by hand “Give 
it to them. – HTW.” By that short note the 
C&OHS as we know it today was created, all 
the archives, drawings, files, photos, are now 
saved in our collections. 

Following that, which was sometime in 
the early 1980s as CSX was aborning, the 
materials began to flow in a flood.

We needed a PLACE now that we were 
getting all this material. AND, by the early 
1980s I was making periodic visits to Hays 
that only increased as he moved his office to 
Richmond. I invited him to be the speaker at 
out 1982 Conference banquet in Richmond, 
and during that talk he announced “I am a 
dedicated railfan.” This was the first time a 
high railroad official, let alone a CEO, had 
ever said anything like this, anywhere. He 
also said that the accountants had recently 
found $11,000 in an inactive account 
originally belonging the Pere Marquette 
Employees’ Association and they asked him 
what to do with it. He then presented me with 
a check in this amount and told us that he 
wanted this to assist in getting our archives 
going! He then presented us with his personal 
complete collection of Trains magazine, to 
which he had subscribed in 1947. Finally, 
he said that he was announcing for us that 
he was working on a true transcontinental 
railroad with the new CSX and Southern 
Pacific, and said “You heard it here first.” 

This was truly a watershed date for the 
C&OHS and we reciprocated by making him 
our first Honorary Life Member.

From that time forward Hays welcomed me 
to his office in Richmond. On one of these 
visits to his office high in the new building 
the company built near the old Canal basin in 
Richmond, he told me that he looked forward 

Tom Dixon (left), Bill Vivian, two of the organizers and officers 
of C&OHS presenting the first Honorary Life Membership in the 
Society to Hays at the 1982 Richmond Conference, the event 
that proved the watershed in our relationship with Hays and with 
the company. (C&OHS Collection, COSP 24)



to the C&OHS magazine each month so he 
could find out what was going on around the 
system (we had lots of current news in those 
days). These meetings were always interesting 
as I would often ask him about the company’s 
past. He said “now Tom, don’t come with your 
hand out always.” – Yet he knew that I was!

We were able to get an agreement with 
Christopher Newport College (now University) 
in Newport News to host our first archives, 
and Hays visited and spoke at the opening 
ceremony (see photo below), giving us our first 
archival boost. At the same time the company 
allowed us to use a vacant warehouse at 
Newport News for materials that would not fit 
in the small space the college gave us.

In 1986 we were given an opportunity to 
acquire an old hardware building at Clifton 
Forge, right opposite the old C&O Division 
Office Building, but we had no money, so I 
went to Hays and asked his advice. He told 
me that he would give us $35,000: $20,000 
the first year, $10,000 the second and $5,000 
the third, after which we would have to stand 
on our own. We bought the building and hired 
Randy Kean as our first paid employee.

CSX was making its final move from the 
Operating Headquarters (OH) building in 
Huntington in 1985 and C&OHS asked for 
anything surplus. As a result, we were told to 
take anything that they left behind when the 
final move was made. We knew this might be 
a lot and wondered how we could get it to our 
future archives home in Clifton Forge. Randy 
Kean, our first archivist, and I happened 
to see two old 40-foot steel box cars in the 
Huntington yard and he commented to me 
how nice it would be to preserve these and 
use them for the move as well. So, we asked 
Hays if we could have them, and he asked for 
the numbers. In a day or two they were ours. 
So when the movement day came our group 
of 20 or so volunteers took all the remaining 
drawings, files, corporate minutes and 
furniture, etc., from the OH building by truck 
to the yard and put them in these two cars. 
The railroad took them to Clifton Forge and 
about a year later when our archives building 
was ready we moved the drawings, files, etc. 
in from these cars. The cars are still on our 
Heritage Center tracks.

Hays is seen here speaking to local dignitaries and college officials during the dedication ceremony when Christopher Newport 
College (now University) gave the C&OHS space for its first formal archives. (C&OHS Collection, COSP 12)



One way Hays gave us money without 
giving us cash was to turn over publication 
of the Chessie calendar to us in 1991. In 
those days that was big deal as the Creative 
Department printed tens of thousands that 
were distributed throughout the company 
and to the stockholders and public. This was 
a way that he could give us income without 
actually giving us money. – AND it sure 
worked--initially. We printed 40,000 Chessie 
calendars for 1992, of which 35,000 were 
bought by CSX for its usual distribution. That 
gave us about $95,000 up front net income 
without even touching the calendars and 
we had 5,000 calendars that we sold to our 
members and others for yet more income! 
This helped us launch the society into its 
modern conception.

As years passed and CSX grew away 
from Chessie they bought fewer and fewer 
calendars and we found ourselves in trouble 
given the expenses we had incurred when we 
had (and expected) all that calendar income, 
so I went to Hays with my hand out one day 
and after a nice discussion during which he 
asked some pointed questions, he said “I’ll be 
right back.” He returned from his assistant’s 
office and handed me a check for $25,000 and 
said, “Will that help?” I, of course, said that it 
would repair the problem completely.

As we acquired cars we had the idea we’d 
like to try to operate some excursion trains 
or at least partner with others in doing so, 
and we wanted an E-unit so badly we could 

taste it. So, I visited Hays and asked him if he 
could use his good offices with fellow railroad 
CEO Gerald Greinstein of BNSF to get him 
to donate one of the old Burlington E-units 
being used in Chicago commuter service.  A 
few weeks later Hays called to tell me that 
though Mr. Grenstein said he’d be happy to 
do that, but all those engines had been sold 
to the state of Illinois just months earlier and 
he couldn’t. I thanked Hays for his efforts.

The Engineering Department leased us 
tracks in the old coach yard at Clifton Forge 
to store and work on the passenger cars we 
had begun acquiring.

In years following, even after he retired, 
Hays maintained an office so that his longtime 
executive assistant, Judie, could keep her job. 
She said to me that when I visited was one of 
the few times he actually came into the office. 
When he would visit The Greenbrier he would 
often look up our founding member Tod 
Hanger (who has worked there for most of his 
career) and hand him “his dues for the year” 
which was usually a $5,000 and sometimes a 
$10,000 check.

Still later in the 2000’s I came to Hays to 
help us with publications. On two occasions 
he gave us donations of $15,000 to publish 
important books. He liked the fact that I could 
always show him how we could parlay his 
$15,000 into $45,000 or so!

I am now fuzzy on the dates, but when 
the CSX F7s became available after failure 

Hays speaks from the podium at the dedication of the first 
locomotive with Chessie System paint scheme (B&O No. 
1997) as a bevy of pretty girls unveils it. This was at Clark St. 
B&O yard in Cleveland, August, 1972. (C&OHS Collection, 
CSPR 12469-D24, D28)



of the European-American Express trains, 
I asked him for one, and in a month or so I 
had notification that it was en route to Clifton 
Forge. Hays did NOT use company money, 
but bought the engine from CSX at scrap 
value and personally donated it. How I wish 
we had it today in the environment that is 
now before us! But that is another story.

Recently Hays, by then in his 80s and 
90s and avidly reading our books, often 
commented on how he enjoyed them, and in 
recent years dealing with C&OHS President 
Mark Totten, has continued to donate money 
to us. Most recently he has matched any 
donation we have gotten toward refurbishing 
he office car Chessie 29! He and Mark have 
gotten on marvelously.

The business car brings to mind another 
story. On one of my visits to Hays’ office I 
asked him about business cars for an article 
I was doing. He told me he hated them, and 
thought they were a great waste. Remember 
he was an accountant! He said he loved 
the company’s corporate airplanes. “I could 
travel to Baltimore in the morning [from 
Cleveland] and, have a meeting and be back 
home for supper.” He said, however that other 
executives liked the cars so much he was 
never able to dispose of them!

He was our keynote Conference speaker 
in the 1982 Richmond meeting mentioned 
above and again at Newport News some 
years later, a meeting at which we also had 
Pete Carpenter, another CSX CEO. How 
many historical groups have ever had two 
railroad CEO’s at one meeting! That one also 
featured the mayor of Newport News, two local 
Congressman, and a few other dignitaries 
including the presidents of the two largest 
export coal companies operating then.

After Hays in 1982 we asked and had the 
current CSX Chairman, President, Chief 
Operating Officer, Vice-president, or another 
high executive to speak at every meeting for 
almost 20 years-–Hays’ influence! It became 
the “thing to do.” This kept our name at the 
forefront, so when we wanted something like 
lease of the Clifton Forge freight station and 
yard [now our Heritage Center museum], we 
got attention at least.

The C&OHS became recognized in the 
railfan community over time and we had 
many inquiries and even some visits from 
officers of other railroad history groups to 

see how they “could be like us.” The first 
thing I always told them was “you can’t,” 
then going on to explain that I believed our 
uncommon success to be attributable to three 
main things: A monthly magazine (you can’t 
forget us—always in your face), Chessie, the 
railroad kitten (we could sell her on anything 
anywhere), and Hays Watkins! They could only 
replicate one of these.

Without Hays’s interest, support, and 
contributions, we would be just another 
railroad history group—because of him we are 
unlike any other, and able to do things they 
can only dream of!

I must say of Hays; he was real gentleman. 
He treated all as equals (his first greeting 
was always “just call me Hays”), he took a 
friendly approach to all his relationships, and 
even when he had to do difficult things (such 
as disposing of Cyrus Eaton) it was done 
in a really earnest and appropriate way. He 
was one of the friendliest, most ethical, and 
intellectual railroad executive of which I have 
ever heard and has been so attested by many 
of the people who worked with him in the 
executive offices over the years. His mark will 
be long felt in railroading!

Tom Dixon

Hays T. Watkins Archives building in Clifton Forge, Va.  
(C&OHS Collection, COSP 156)


